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5 CFR Ch. I (1–1–15 Edition) § 551.205 

§ 551.205 Executive exemption criteria. 
(a) An executive employee is an em-

ployee whose primary duty is manage-
ment (as defined in § 551.104) of a Fed-
eral agency or any subdivision thereof 
(including the lowest recognized orga-
nizational unit with a continuing func-
tion) and who: 

(1) Customarily and regularly directs 
the work of two or more other employ-
ees. However, an employee who merely 
assists the manager of a particular de-
partment and supervises two or more 
employees only in the actual man-
ager’s absence does not meet this re-
quirement. In addition, hours worked 
by an employee cannot be credited 
more than once for different execu-
tives. This takes into consideration 
those organizations that use matrix 
management, i.e., a system of ‘‘shared’’ 
leadership, where supervision cuts 
across product and service lines in 
terms of accessing activities and advis-
ing top management on business oper-
ations, but where the supervisor/leader 
does not have the operating authority 
over all employees. Thus, a shared re-
sponsibility for the supervision of the 
same two employees in the same recog-
nized organizational unit does not sat-
isfy this requirement. However, a full- 
time employee who works 4 hours for 
one supervisor and 4 hours for a dif-
ferent supervisor will be credited as a 
half-time employee for both super-
visors; and 

(2) Has the authority to hire or fire 
other employees or whose suggestions 
and recommendations as to the hiring, 
firing, advancement, promotion, or any 
other change of status of other employ-
ees, are given particular weight. 

(b) Particular weight. Criteria to de-
termine whether an employee’s sugges-
tions and recommendations are given 
particular weight by higher-level man-
agement include, but are not limited 
to: whether it is part of the employee’s 
job duties to make such suggestions 
and recommendations; the frequency 
with which such suggestions and rec-
ommendations are made or requested; 
and the frequency with which the em-
ployee’s suggestions and recommenda-
tions are relied upon. Generally, an ex-
ecutive’s suggestions and recommenda-
tions must pertain to employees whom 
the executive customarily and regu-

larly directs. Particular weight does 
not include consideration of an occa-
sional suggestion with regard to the 
change in status of a co-worker. An 
employee’s suggestions and rec-
ommendations may still be deemed to 
have particular weight even if a higher 
level manager’s recommendation has 
more importance and even if the em-
ployee does not have authority to 
make the ultimate decision as to the 
employee’s change in status. 

§ 551.206 Administrative exemption 
criteria. 

An administrative employee is an em-
ployee whose primary duty is the per-
formance of office or non-manual work 
directly related to the management or 
general business operations, as distin-
guished from production functions, of 
the employer or the employer’s cus-
tomers and whose primary duty in-
cludes the exercise of discretion and 
independent judgment with respect to 
matters of significance. 

(a) In general, the exercise of discre-
tion and independent judgment in-
volves the comparison and the evalua-
tion of possible courses of conduct, and 
acting or making a decision after the 
various possibilities have been consid-
ered. The term ‘‘matters of signifi-
cance’’ refers to the level of impor-
tance or consequence of the work per-
formed. 

(b) The phrase discretion and inde-
pendent judgment must be applied in 
light of all the facts involved in the 
particular employment situation in 
which the question arises. Factors to 
consider when determining whether an 
employee exercises discretion and inde-
pendent judgment with respect to mat-
ters of significance include, but are not 
limited to, whether the employee: 

(1) Has authority to formulate, af-
fect, interpret, or implement manage-
ment policies or operating practices; 

(2) Carries out major assignments in 
conducting the operations of the orga-
nization; 

(3) Performs work that affects the or-
ganization’s operations to a substan-
tial degree, even if the employee’s as-
signments are related to operation of a 
particular segment of the organization; 
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